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READINGS ON WINTER NIGHTS
Join us for a three-month program of readings that presents the delightful
history of the region through the eyes of imaginative writers whose work offers
us the character—and characters—of early years of the Orange City area.
Reading discussions will be led by Dr. James C. Schaap and Dr. Keith Fynaardt.
Your unique evenings of learning and discussion will be complemented by light
refreshments. Seating is limited, so register soon.
Dr. Keith Fynaardt, Professor of English at Northwestern College,
chairs the English department and directs the First-Year seminar
program. His research specialization is middle western agricultural
literature. He is at work on a novel set at the height of the farm credit
crisis in the 1980s. He lives on a once-abandoned farmstead east of
Alton which he restored with his wife, Tamara.

Dr. James C. Schaap, Emeritus Professor of English at Dordt University,
is the author of a variety of books and stories. Since retirement he
contributes weekly “Small Wonders”—vignettes from regional history—
to KWIT, National Public Radio in Sioux City. He lives out on the
northern reaches of Alton with his wife, Barbara.

Registration $75 per person by Dec. 31, 2021
Register for this unique book club via email:
jschaap@dordt.edu -or- fineart@nwciowa.edu

JANUARY 25

BELLS OF HELMUS (1934) | COBIE DE LESPINASSE

Ms. De Lespinasse was the daughter-in-law of Orange City’s second medical doctor,
an unusual Dutch man whose religious persuasions were nothing at all like the
dominant Dutch Calvinists. Ms. De Lespinasse was not especially taken with the
ethos of her youth, and the novel is an unsettling portrait of self-righteousness and
bigotry. It was not a particular favorite here when it was published, but the world it
presents is fascinating now in retrospect. Like her famous father-in-law and her
husband, Cobie de Lespinasse eventually went west to Oregon and rarely returned.

FEBRUARY 22

PRAIRIE (1925) | WALTER J. MUILENBURG

Walter J. Muilenburg’s father, a brother of the Muilenburg who was one of the four
who claimed the place for a colony, came to Orange City just a short time after the
first settlers and homesteaded ground about three miles north of town. Two of
Walter J’s brothers went on to distinguished careers in the ministry, one of them a
much beloved professor at Union Theological Seminary, in New York City. Walter
took another path, went off to the University of Iowa, and determined eventually, it
seems, to live off the grid. Prairie offers a darkened look at the difficult work of
pioneering. He is buried in West Lawn Cemetery.

MARCH 22

PURPALEANIE AND OTHER PERMUTATIONS & STYLE
AND CLASS | SIETZE BUNING (DR. STANLEY WIERSEMA)

Wiersma was born and reared a mile or so from Middleburg, a fact he enjoyed
explaining because he could claim both Sioux Center and Orange City (they traded
in Sioux Center, but went to church in Orange City). He delighted in using a pen
name, Sietze Buning, but was not shy about admitting there was no such person. His
narrative poems and stories are set here in the 1940s, when he was a boy. He takes
delight in poking fun at his upbringing, but his appreciation and love for that same
world is evident.
Information on where to purchase or access the books
will be provided upon registration.
https://www.facebook.com/OCDAHM

